
Course Syllabus for Honors English Literature and Composition - Grade 9 
Johnson County HS - Mrs. Clarissa Schmal - cschmal@jocoed.net 
Room 201 - Planning: Block 1 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Welcome to Honors English 9! Together we will discover the human experience 

through literature, and the opportunity for success through rigorous and appropriate expectations and 

dedication to the tasks ahead.  

This course provides an opportunity for high school students to prepare for A.P. and/or Dual English III & 
IV and offers the learner opportunity to practice critical thinking, the acquisition of effective, academic 
writing skills, and mastery of critical reading and literary analysis, identification of rhetorical strategies 
and the research and presentation of authentic learning products using 21st century technology.  
Students will produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to task, purpose, and audience using 
technology both independently and in collaboration with others. Students will write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. Students will write 
arguments to support claims using valid reasoning and relevant evidence. Students will also learn how to 
apply various rhetorical devices to their own writing as they familiarize themselves with a variety of 
expository essay tasks. As part of the writing process, students will be actively engaged in the revision 
and draft process. The opportunity to learn these skills will be through a variety of genres, including 
fiction, non-fiction, drama, poetry, short stories, novels and through the analysis of works selected from 
authors of classical literature. Through reading a challenging selection of texts, students will expand 
their vocabulary and demonstrate ownership of a broadened lexicon through integration of higher-level 
words into their speaking and writing.  
 
PURPOSE: This course will expose students to significant works of literature, provide instruction that 

prepares them for taking college prep courses throughout high school and emphasize effective writing, 

reading, speaking, listening and language skills. Upon successfully completing this course with a grade of 

C or better, students will receive recommendation for honors level sophomore English.  

APPROACH TO MATERIAL: Honors English Language and Composition 9 is a fast-paced, writing-

intensive, college preparatory course. Students should be prepared to spend 1-3 hours per night 

reading, writing, studying, and/or researching in order to be successful. During class, students should 

prepare to be valuable contributors and be actively engaged in discussion, reading, writing, listening, 

speaking, researching, and presenting.  

TEXTS:  

Holt McDougal. Literature: Common Core Edit. Grade 9. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. 

Florida: Harcourt, 2012. 

Summer Reading: Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men. Harper & Brothers. New York: Harper, 1932. 
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Course Standards: Tennessee English Language Arts Standards - English 9 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards define the skills and understandings that all students 

must demonstrate. 

Reading Literature 

Key Ideas and details 

 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas.  

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure  

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 

and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.  

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.*  

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of reading and Level of text Complexity  

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

 

Reading Informational Text    

Key Ideas and details  

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including 

how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 



3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which 

the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn 

between them. 

Craft and Structure  

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone. 

5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, 

paragraphs, or larger portions of a text. 

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 

advance that point of view or purpose. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums determining which details are 

emphasized in each account. 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 

valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance including how they address 

related themes and concepts. 

Range of reading and Level of text Complexity  

10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction proficiently. 

Standards for Writing  

Text types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly 

and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.  

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and distribution of Writing  

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience.  

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach.  



6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 

with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge  

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.  

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing  

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Standards for Speaking and Listening  

Comprehension and Collaboration  

1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse 

partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally.  

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 

reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations.  

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

Standards for Language  

Conventions of Standard English  

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking.  

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

 

 



Knowledge of Language  

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 

effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary acquisition and Use  

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 

context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate.  

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings.  

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Course Syllabus divided into Thematic Units 

Unit 1: Introductions – Who am I? 

Essential Questions: How do I see myself? How do others see me? Am I willing to change who I am to 

please others? What is important to me? What are my goals in life? Am I willing to stand up for what I 

believe? 

“I did not know then that pride is a wonderful, terrible thing, a seed that bears two vines, life and 
death.” ― James Hurst, The Scarlet Ibis  

  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                     http://wwwbing.com/images/search?q=scarlet+ibis+by+james+hurst 

 
A. Self-Identity Study – learning style inventory, personality profile  
B. Summer Reading Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (Fictional Novel) 
C.    Short Story Unit including but not limited to: 

The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty by James Thurber 
The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant 
The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry 
Quitters Inc. by Stephen King 
The Ledge by Stephen King 
The Scarlet Ibis by James Hurst 
Pancakes by Joan Bauer 
The Lottery by Shirley Jackson 
A Christmas Memory by Truman Capote 



Unit 2: Love & Logic 

Essential Questions: What difference does a person’s last name make? Does Fate control our lives?  

“What 's in a name? That which we call a rose//By any other name would smell as sweet. 
Romeo and Juliet, 2. 2.” ― William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet  
                            

 
                            http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Romeo+And+Juliet+Balcony 

Major Work – Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare (Drama/Tragedy); Sonnet 18: Shall I Compare Thee 

to a Summer’s Day? William Shakespeare (sonnet); She Walks in Beauty, Lord Byron (poetry); How Do I 

Love Thee?, Elizabeth Barrett Browning (poetry); Jenny Kissed Me, Leigh Hunt (poetry).  

Major Film – Romeo and Juliet. Bazmark Films, Twentieth Century Fox Film Corp., 1996  

 

Unit 3: A Celebration of Life and Death and what happens in between 

Essential Questions: Why do people fear death? What is the role of religion in life? What do people 

want before they die? What will you contribute to the world? 

“If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs and blaming it on you…” - Rudyard 
Kipling 

 
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=If+by+Rudyard+Kipling 

A study of Poetry including but not limited to:  

The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe    Death by John Donne 
Caged Bird by Maya Angelou    Ode on a Grecian Urn by John Keats 
Rosa by Rita Dove     Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 
My Heart Leaps Up by William Wordsworth  The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost 
A Narrow Fellow in the Grass by Emily Dickenson If by Rudyard Kipling 
The Vietnam Wall by Alberto Rios   Seven Ages Of Man by William Shakespeare 
Egg Horror Poem by Laurel Winter   Ode to Autumn by John Keats 
Do not go gentle into that good night by Dylan Thomas     
Kubla Khan by Samuel Taylor Coleridge   from the Odyssey by Homer (Epic) 
O Captain! My Captain! by Walt Whitman  I Have a Dream by M.L. King Jr. (speech/nonfiction) 
Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe Shelley   
Dream Deferred by Langston Hughes    
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge   
 



EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS DURING CLASS INSTRUCTION 

All rules found in the JCHS Student Handbook will apply in my classroom. Please note that at no time will 
I allow students to use cell phones, iPods, MP3 players, portable disc players, gaming devices, laser 
lights, pagers, etc. for non-instructional purposes. These personal belongings will be collected and given 
to the appropriate administrator. 
Students should be seated and ready to learn when the horn sounds as roll will be taken immediately. 
Arriving one second after the horn will result in a tardy.  
 
Neither food nor drink other than water is allowed unless otherwise specified. Water is permissible in a 
see-through container. 
Respect yourself, your teacher, your fellow classmates and the classroom environment. 
Do not line up at the door before the horn. I will dismiss you. 
Bring all materials to class every day. These materials include: 

* Assigned Text(s) - On the day a book is to be discussed, bring it to class. 
* Loose-leaf binder with college rule paper, to be used only for Honors English 
* Pen--dark blue or black only 
*Pencil 
*Highlighters: yellow, pink, green, blue 
 
Students will also need access to Word processing/printing at home.  
 

ABSENCES: Per school policy, more than four (4) absences during a semester forfeits credit for the 

course. The only time-for-time I will accept is staying after school or attending Saturday school. Time-

for-time may be served in my room or in the library, documented by a pink slip from the teacher in 

charge.  

COURSE FEES 

$2.00 English Fee 
 
GRADING AND EXAMS 

The grading scale for Honors English 9 is the same as in the school policy: 

A 93 - 100 
B 85 - 92 
C 75 - 84 
D 70 - 74 
F    0 - 69  
 
Tests, Quizzes, Writing Assignments, Projects:  75%  
Exam: 25% 
Students enrolled in an English I course are also required by the state of TN to take an End-of-course 

exam. Information on this assessment may be found at the following link: 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/testing/tnready/EOC-ELA-Assessment-Overview.pdf 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/testing/tnready/EOC-ELA-Assessment-Overview.pdf


REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENT PAPERS 

*All in-class work should be on loose-leaf paper and written in dark blue or black ink (unless otherwise 
specified).  
*All out-of-class essays must be typed (double-spaced, 1” margins, Times New Roman size 12 font) and, 
when appropriate, documented according to MLA standards. I will not accept a handwritten out-of-class 
essay. 
Note: Be sure to allow plenty of time to compose, type, and print essays. Computer/printer 
malfunctions will not bring a reprieve from the paper deadline.  
 

EXTRA CREDIT WORK 

Extra credit is defined as work completed above and beyond what is already accomplished. Therefore, I 

will only give extra credit opportunities to students who have turned in all other assignments. Grades on 

extra credit opportunities will be averaged together with all other assignments regardless of the grade. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY FOR WORK 

NOTE: Assignments are due on the deadline date at the beginning of the class period to which students 

are assigned. 

Students should finish all assignments by the stated deadlines.  This is a course for which students are 

preparing for A.P. and/or Dual level courses; therefore, late assignments will receive a zero (see below 

for further explanations).  Students will be allowed to make up class work in the case of a documented 

excused absence.  Students will be given a comparable amount of time to make up work to that given 

for the original assignment.  After an excused absence, students are responsible for getting assignments 

from the teacher either before or after class.  DO NOT leave class without knowing what is expected. 

Better yet, check with a classmate to ask about assignments missed in order to return to class prepared. 

Students will not be allowed to make up work in the case of unexcused absences.  Any missed 

assignment due to an unexcused absence will receive a grade of zero. No out-of-class work will be 

accepted for unexcused absences.   

*All assignments, including tests, are due BEFORE a pre-planned trip of ANY kind (i.e. family trip, athletic 
  event, field trip, college visit, etc.). 
 
The following “late” situations will result in a grade of zero:  

*Student is absent (excused) the day of a deadline and does not submit the assignment and/or take test 
the day he or she returns.  
*Student checks out early due to illness (excused) and does not turn in assignment before leaving school 
grounds. 
*Student checks out early for an appointment (excused) and does not submit assignment and/or take 
test before school.  
*Student checks in late after an appointment (excused) and does not submit assignment and/or take 
test after school.  
 
All work is to be completed individually unless otherwise authorized.  



ALL out-of-class papers may be subject to scrutiny for plagiarism. Any paper found to be plagiarized will 
receive a grade of zero with no chance for make-up. (See “Honor Statement” below.) 
 
 

NOTE TO PARENTS: Honors classes are college preparatory courses; therefore, students are expected to 

be responsible for their behavior, assignments, and conflict resolution. Parents are, of course, welcome 

to contact me, but students should use this opportunity to develop the independence needed in the 

college setting they will later experience. If you need to contact me for any reason, please call me at 

school, 727-2620, and leave a message. I will return your call as soon as possible. You may also reach me 

via e-mail (see first page). 

*Honor Statement 
“Today I give you two examinations, one in trigonometry and one in honesty. I hope you pass them 
both, but if you must fail one, let it be trigonometry.” ~ Charles Madison Sarratt – Dean, Vanderbilt 
University 
 
Cheating is the act of gaining an unfair advantage, or misrepresenting one’s knowledge. It includes, but 

is not limited to: 

1. Wrongfully using or taking the ideas or work of another; for example, 
a. giving or receiving unauthorized aid from another person on assignments, papers, quizzes, 
tests, or examinations, 
b. plagiarizing, 
c. getting advance information about quizzes, tests, or examinations 

2. Using or consulting unauthorized materials or using unauthorized devices on papers, quizzes, tests or 
examinations 
3. Using any portion of a paper or project to fulfill the requirements of more than one course, unless the 
student has received prior permission to do so 
4. Intentionally misrepresenting the need for extra time on any assignments, papers, quizzes, tests or 
examinations, in order to gain more information 
5. Choosing to be absent on the due date of a paper, project, quiz or test with the purpose of gaining 
more information 
6. Lying about any of the above 
 
Violations will result in a grade of zero for the work in question, with no chance for make-up, and with a 
referral for disciplinary action. In addition, I will not write college recommendations for any student 
involved in cheating, and will report such incidences to the senior counselor, the appropriate 
administrator, the Johnson County High School Scholarship Committee and the advisors of the Senior 
Beta Club and the National Honor Society.  
 
* Adapted from East Chapel Hill High School Honor Code. 

http://www.chccs.k12.nc.us/echhs/studenthandbooksec1.htm 
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